


— 


iZette, 


ven, 
‘ht, 


of CVen 
% 


ight! 
Sap 
bier ! 





CHRISTIAN CHRONICLE. 








Vol. I. 


Saturday y, December 


— 


2, 181s, No. 24, 








From the Panoplist. 
OBSERVATIONS ON MYSTERIES. 


It has been justly remarked, 
that “he, who refuses a myste- 
ry, because he cannot under- 
stand it, will be as ready to 
slighta precept, because he does 
not like it.” In either case the 
difficulty exists, not in the ob 
ject, but inthe mind. It is theji 


is the most rational. Nor are 
any mofe distant from the char- 
acter of true philosophers, than 
those who presume to try every 
revealed truth by the standard 
of their own limited faculties, 
and believe nothing, which they 
cannot fully comprehend and 
ejexplain. This sn bject has been 
forcibly Hlustrated by Saurin 


in his sermon on the omnipres-_ 


fruit of human pride and per-jence of God. Et will be te con- 
verseness. It arises froma re-jsult at once the reader’s profit 
luctance to pay hemage to su- and Gelight, to present him the 
perior Wisdom and authority. |remarks “of this elegant writer. 
and from a disposition to reduce|T'o all, whe perase them, the 
every thing to the jevel of our ‘appeal may be safely made, 
own faculties and inclinations. LW ‘hether they be not equally the 
If any truth is clear, it is this, | dictate ‘s of soper reason and snb- 
that a revelation from heaven|!ime piety: eqaally.worthy of 
must be earpected to contain ma- the philosopher: and the Chris- 
ny things mysterions and iv itian. 

comprehensible. ‘hese aitri-;| “I freely grant” says he, 
butes are prominent in all the“ that had i consulted my own 
other productions of the Deity./reason only, { could not have 
How natural then, that they. discovered some mysteries of 
should constitute a principal, the gaspel. Nevet theless, when 
characteristic of 1.3 written | I think on the immensity of God 
word ! Especially when it is —when I cast my eyes on that 
considered, that the grand de-|vastocean, when I consider that 
sign of revelation is to place be- immense All, nothing astonisi- 
fore our eyes the incomprehen-jes me, nothing stumbles me. 
sible Jehovah, and to relieve a-|nothing seems to me inadmissi 
postate, guilty creatures in ajble, how incomprehensitie so 





case, where all their facnities When the sab- 
ave confounded, all their spec- 


lations unsatisfactory, and ey- 


ery resource fails. Humbly 
aud gratefully to re cive every 
slise covery of this kind is one of 


the highest acts of reason —|part. 


Where we are well assnred.'a 
that infinite intelligence addres 


AZ 


ses us, the most implicit faithdessence: one God 


ever It may ve. 
ject Is divine, Dam ready to bes 
lieve all, to wae all, to receive 
all; provided E he convinced, 
that if is God hi who 





himself, 
‘ispenks to me, or any one on his 
After this, f am no more 
‘astonished. that there are three 
distinct persons in one divine 
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Father, a Son, & a Holy Ghost. the Supreme Being, oppose ‘that 
After this 1 am no more aston- Intelligence, who sits at the 
ished, that God foresees all helm of the world; question, 


willeant forcing any ; 


permits; What he afiirms ; dispute, what 


sin without forcing ihe sinner ; he determines 3 appeal from his 


ordains free and intellig vent crea- 
lures to such and such ends, 
yet withon! destroying their in- 
telligence or their liberty. Af- 
ter this, Ll am no more aston- 
ished, that the justice of Ged 
required a satisfaction, propor- 


th 
tional to his greatness, that his 


own love hath 
satisfaction, and that God, from 
the abundanee of his compas- 
sion, designed the mystery of 
an incarnate God; a mysiery, 
which angels admire, 
skepticks oppose; a mystery 
which absorbs human reason, 
but which fills all heaven with 
songs of praise: a mystery, 
which is the great Jfystery, by 
excellence, (1 Tim. iii. 16,) but 


the greatness of which nothing know #” Z. 


should make us reject, since 
religion proposes it, asthe grand 
effort of the wisdom of the in- 
comprehensible God, and com- 
mans us to receive it in the tes- 
timony of tiie incomprehensible 


decisions, and, even after God 
has given evidence, reject all 
coctrines, that are beyond his 
capacity. Enter into thy noth- 
ingness, mortalcreature! What 
madness animates thee? How 








God himself. Hither religion 
must tell us nothing about God 
or what it tells us must be be 
yond our capacities; and, in 
discovering even the borders of 
this immense ocean, it must 
needs exhibit a vast extent, in 
whick our feeble eyes are lost. 
But what surprises me, what 
stumbles me, is to see a dimin- 
utive creature, a contemptible | 
man, a little ray of light gclim-: 
mering through a few feeble or-| 
gans, controvert a point with! 


s{lngs. 
-jterests of Pagans with the re 





darest thou pretend ; thou, who 
art but a point; thou, whose es- 


provided thatisence is but an atom; to meas- 


ure thyself with the Supreme 
Being; who fills heaven and 
earth ; with Him whom heaven, 
the heaven of heavens cannot 


While|contain ? Canst thou by search- 
sing find out God ? Canst thou 


by searching jind out Ged ?-— 
Canst thou find out the Almigh- 
ty to perfection ? High as heav- 
en, what canst thoudo? Deep- 
er than hellwhat canst thou 





From the Mental Repast. 
Extract from President Nott’s 

Charity ermon Preached in 

Philadetphia. 

IT will not believe that you 
are dead to the stranger’s sufier- 
L blend therefore the in- 


terests of your kindred, Lad 
together their m! series, and “ 
the vastness of the amount im- 
plore your assistance. 

In advocating such a cause, 


ithe cause of humanity, the cause 


lof ii manuel, you will pardon 
my imperiunity. ._Whatam I 
saying? Would to God I were 


capable of being as importanate 
‘as the 


cause I advocate de- 
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mands. © that i coald iufnse 
into my words, the ardor witch’ 
Ifeel. But I cannot. -Ah ye 
wretched aliens from the com- 
monwealth of Israel; ye stran- 
gers from the covenants of pro- 
mise, who have no hope and 
are without God in the world, 
my heart melts within me at the 
recollection of your danger, and 
my mind fills with motives of 
charity too big for utterance. 
Brethren, have you sufficient- 

ly considered the duration of 
eternity? have you duly appre- 
ciated the vaiue of the soul ?— 

if not, pause.—In the name of 
God, I adjure you, pause, and 
reflect on both, before you bring 
your offerings to the altar. The 
narrow isthmus which inter- 
venes between you and the 
werld of spirits, is already sink- 
ing: presently death will have 
swallowed it up forever! let 
your thoughts carry you beyond 
it; lose yourselves in the im- 
mensity of those ages which 
have no ends Ages which the 
soul inherits, and during which 
its powers increase, its capacity 
of happiness and misery ex- 


pands, and expands, and ex-, 


pands, till, (overwhelming 
thought,) it is capable | of enjoy- 
ing the joys, or of suficring the 
miseries of a world. 


Such souls those probationers|¢ 


possess, in whose behalf Luow 
address you. ‘To that eternity. 
with which your minds are fil- 
led, they are hastening. Be. 
jore e they launch into it, look 
up to heaven, and see the pre- 
parations grace is making, and 


ing to receive them ; the crowns 
‘of life—the presence of God in 
which there is fullness of joy; 


and af whose right hand are 


pleasures forevcr more. 
Before they launch into 7%, 


look down to hell, and see the 


punishment with which justice 
threatens them; take one deep 
and selemn view of that fire. 
which is never quenched, and 
of that worm, in the midst of it, 
which never dies! Ah me, what 
a spectacle of woe! venting un- 
availing cries to a devouring 
flame, and pouring out vain 
complaints to an unpitying dun- 
seon 3 echoes back, Eternity / 
Eecfore they launch into it go 
to Calvary, approach the cross, 
listen to the groans, fill your 
minds with the idea of-the great 
Immanuel agonizing on it.— 
Then estimate the value of those 
souls by the grandeur of tbe vic- 
tim slain fer their redemption, 
and having made tbe estima- 
tion, and befere you leave the 
cross, say, Will you suffer them 
to perish through neglect. 
Perhaps, by our charities this 
evening, we shali reclaim some 
profligate—perhaps we may 
convert one pagan, and should 
we ove, (my heart burns within 
me while i make the supposi- 
tion,) who among us will be- 
rudge the pittance he has giv- 
en? Let me indulge the thought 
—a convert made by the chari- 
ties of this evening—no matter 
whether an Albien, an Ethio- 
pian, or an Indian—no matter 
from what ancestry descended, 
in what rites instructed, or by 





the glory to which grace is wait-|what principles of vice eorrpt- 
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what will your emotions be, 


when entering the -world ofjthese may reclaim and convert | 


splriis, and opening your eyes 
on the redeemed of all nations, 
you shall see among them, one 
soul whom your charity hath 
saved 2? What will yoar emo- 
tions be, when that suul, first 
of all, shail ily to your embrace, 
and welcome your arrival ?—- 
What, when conducting you to 


the throne of elernal majesty, 


and in the presence of that Di- 
vinity, Wuieh sits upon il, he 


shall say, “To this man, under 


the great Emanuel, am IT in- 
debied for this crown of life, 
which glitters on my head, aud 
this palm of victory, which blos- 
soms in my hand’? Moment 
of unatierable extacy! Angels. 
could Angels cove!, might emu- 
late your bliss, and sigh to be- 
come partakers ino it. 

But great as the joy of this 
noment is, itis not greater than 
will be the glory which follows 
it. “Vo the man who had saved 
the life ofa Roman citizen, was 
presented the civie crown, the 
highest of earthly bonors : 
of whatansignia shall he be ac- 
counted worthy, whohas saved 
a soul from death, and restored 
a citizen to heaven ? 











ee eee 


and tell me, O believer,|}may reclaim many profligates ; 


Hit may convert many pagaus ;— 


vihers, and these again, in their 
turn, may continue to reclaim 
and to convert: and thus the 
benevolence ofa single christian 
assembly. collected from differ- 
‘eat denominations, but actuated 
|by the spirit of their common 
Master, may be extended to dis. 
tant countries, and operate be- 
nigniy on succeeding genera. 
tions, till the kingdom ef Christ 
shall come. 

This kingdom, christians, is 
at hand, let us anticipate its 
glory ; let us fill cur minds 
with ideas of its duration and 
extent ; letus endeavor to has- 
ten its approach ; let us invite 
by our charities and our pray- 
ers, the Saviour from the skies; 
let us show that we are willing 
to receive himvon the earth, and, 
placing on his altar the humble 
means which we are able to 
furnish, for advancing bis inter- 
est, with one general burst of 
passion, that shall all the hea- 
vens, and reach the place where 





but}His Glory dwelleth, let us say, 


Come Lord Jesus, come 
iquickly.”” T pause, not 


because the subject is exhaust- 








i cannoted. forit expands, and expands, 


answer tiis imerregation ? and as Lcontemplate it—not because 


LT exult at ¢! 
Hol 3 


ie tkdea that LT can- 
because ry 


iL fear that an auditory of chris- 


y inability tojtians can already be weary ot 
givn an answer, results from thejsuch a contemplation 3 


but the 


sublimity of ihese symbols inidelightfal duty of charity re- 


which the 
tained. 
But FE owiil net confine my 


ausywer 


is cun-!mains to be performed, and I 


pause that I may give place to 
the performance of it. 


. 



































hopes tv a singic individual.—| Brethren, the vast objects 
Ocr charity may do more, itiwhich the plan of redeeming 
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love contemplates, are now r be- 
fore you, and you are about to! 
contribute to carry that plan in- 
to further execution. Before 
you cast your gifts into the trea- 
sury, permit me to propose a) 
single interrogatory : It is not. 
whether the objects be impor- 
tant ? your hearts testify that 
they areso. Neither is it, how 
much you now feel as if you 


much, at the day of judgment, 
standing at the bar of Jesus,|! 
eternity spread out before you, 
the grandeur of the world ‘per- 
ished, and not a vestige of all 
that you once possessed, ex- 
cept the charities you may have 
laid up in heaven, remaining — 
then when the loans made unto 
the poor, for which God became 
responsible, are repaying—— 
when the poor widow, appreach- 
ing, receives for her two mites, 
infinite remuneration, and to/e 
the disciple, who gave buta 
cup of water, because he had 
ho more to give, is awarded an 
inheritance among the saints— 
then when lovking back in 
thought on this evening, which 
furnished a glorious opportuni- 
ty fer evincing your love to Je- 
sus, and signalizing yourselves 
by deeds of charity ; How much 
will you wish that you had giv- 


‘and the judgment sc seat of Christ 

erected, let each according to his 
ability, and with reference to 
the whole einige so desirable 
ti raise, make an appertion- 
ment.” 


Extract from an Oration on the 
PROGRESS OF CHRISTIANITY. 

“Can we neglect, (says the 
speaker, ) without i ngratitude, to 
speak of the progross of Chris. 
flanity’ our glory, our salva. 
tion ? What preof more strik- 
ing; what arguments more con- 
vincing can be offered, to estab- 
lish its- truth and excellence, 
than the consideration, that 
nothing has yet been able to eb- 
struct its Heavenly course? It 
has stood as the rock of ages, 


and will forever stand 


 **Unhurt amidst the war ofelements, 
The wreck of mi att er and the crush cf 
WoOi Ids. 


If its distruction was sought, 

e it rose from the manger, an 
jitter appeared to preserve it 
fromharm. If it was despised 
and rejected of men, Angels 
came and ministered unto it.— 
ifit was tempted on the moun- 
tain, the spotless integrity dis- 
dained the bribe of worlds. If 
it was betrayed with a kiss, its 
spirit was strengthened in the 
hour of trial by the arm of 
Heaven. If its snn was dark- 





en? Vo conscience I appeal— 
tothe day of judgment [ refer 
you. Exhibit now the liberal. 
ity you will then approve, and 
reprobate now, the parsimony 
yen will then condemn. 

Yes, in the light of that day, 
as if the earth were already dis- 
solved, the heavens departed, | 








ened on Calvary’s Mount, it 
oes recovered ils enlendor.— 
‘Et it bled and was mangled on 
the cross, a physician was nigh 
ito wash away the stain, and 
‘heal the wounds. If the door 
lof the sepalchre was cuarded, 
‘an “Ingel of the Lord radte d a- 


Way the stone, and it ** Lursithe 
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bar of ‘death, and triumphed: 


o’er the grave.” If it has suf.- 


fered and almost died a mar- 


tyrdom at the stake; if Perse- 


cution, with unrelenting and 
ruthless vengeance, has pursu- 


ed it for destruction ; its shield, 


more invulnerable than henes, 
has defied the raging of the 
flames, and repelled the shafts 


of cruelty and violence. ‘The 
enemies of Christianity have 
found their exertions to destroy 
its progress, as idle as their 


breath to divert the course of 


the wind, or the strength of a 
babe to overturn a mountain. 
It has gone on conquering and 
to conquer, leading eaptivity 
captive, and bringing its foes 
under grateful subjection. I- 
dolatry has bowed its knee to 
acknowledge its power. Su- 
piyeition hath thrown off her 
mask to behold the effulgence 
of her countenance. Infidelity 
has crambled at the majesty of 
its trnth, and scepticism has 
blushed to own a donbt. It 
has runand been glorified; and 
we have every reason to believe 
iis light will yet pervade the 
darkest corners of the globe: 
that the savage and the infidel 
wherever they may be found, 
will rejoice at its beams, as the 
only guide to future happiness ; 
will hailthe sound of its voice, 
as the only accenis that can 
speak peace and comfort to an 
immortal soul.” 


nar 
sled 


On tie nature, uses, and effects 
of prayer.—N’o. 1. 
From the Panoplist. 


‘that worship, which we rendef 
to God. It ever implies cop. 
dial belief in his moral perfec. 
tions, trust in his goodness, and 
a full persuasion, that he will 
hear nnd answer us in a way 
consonant to the designs of his 
moral government. 

The only object of prayer is 
the supreme God, Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost. To him on. 
ly are we permitted to offer u 


yjour religious supplications and 


thanksgivings. 

To understand the trae na. 
ture of prayer, we must well 
consider what dispositions and 
exercises of heart are requisite 
for the right performance of it. 
St. James assures us, that the 
effectual, fervent prayer ef a 
righteous man availeth much. 
This passage designates the 
moral character of him, who 


prays with acceptance. His 
heart is right with Ged. He is 
sanctified by the Spirit. His 


affections are conformed to the 
divine will. He has a portion 
in the temper, and righteous- 
ness of Christ, and is justified 
in him. A person thus sancti- 
fied in the spirit of his mind, 
and justified through Christ, 
does truly come to God. His 
prayers are effectual, and avail 
much. 

As there is but one God, the 
sole object of prayers so there 
is but one Mediator between 
God and men, the man Christ 
Jesus. Jie is the door, the in- 
stituted channel of acccss to the 
Father, and the only name giv- 
en among wen, through which 





Prayer is a leading part of,we can obtain a auilic nce and ace 
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Bsincere emotions of our souls. 


| bounding much in them, and 
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eptance with God. It is the 
ivine injunction, that all pray- 
rs, supplications, and thanks- 
sivings be offered unto God in 
is name. Him the Father 
heareth ; and he will hear no 
ne, Who presumes to approach 
him in any other name. When, 
therefore, we come to God in 
prayer, we must come express- 
ly inthe name of Christ. 
Prayer to God must be sin- 
ere. God desireth the heart, 
iid looketh on thefheart. ‘The 
matter of our prayer must be 
holy affections and desires.— 
We must express to God the 


The language of the real sup- 
pliantis; Hear the right, O 
Lord attend unto my cry; give 
ear unto my prayer, that goeth 
not out of fergned lips. 

Our prayer must be fervent. 
Slaggish prayers, heedless of- 
ferings will never gain the ear 
and approbation of him, who 
demands the whole strength & 
vigour of our souls. By our 
pions fervour we must prove. 
that we love and adore God, 
aud entirely confide in his pow- 
er and faithfulness. 

The trae supptiant is not on- 
ly sincere and fervent, buat con- 
Stantand persevering in his ad- 
dresses to God. He is not un- 
equal in his devotions, now a- 


presently remiss and negligent. 
lo be heard and accepted, we 
must pray daily, pray always ; 
thatis, always maintain a sup- 
pliant frame of mind, that upon 
every occasion we may breathe 


= 
petition to Ged. Prayer is the 
breath of achristian. Without 
prayer his spiritual powers 
would be Impaired, his graces 
languish, and his comforts die. 
By prayer he maintains near- 
ness to God, and happy com- 
munion with his blessed Re- 
deemer. Can you say, that a 
human body whose blood does 


jnot flow, whose pulse beats not, 


whose respiration has ceased, 
is in an animated, healthful 
state? As well may you call 
that man a child of God, and a 
disciple of Jesus, who restrains 
prayer and ceases to call on the’ 
name of the Lord. 

Our prayers must be offered 
up in faith, and acconipanied 
withrepentance. Without faith 
our prayers do not- arise from 
any good motive; our petitions 
have no proper foundation on 
which to rest. He who cometh 
to God, must believe that He is, 
and that He is the rewarder of 
them who diligently seek Him. 
If we would Le heard and ob- 
tain the matter of our requests, 
we must pray in faith, nothing 
WAverine. 

Ye our faith in Christ must 
be added humbling views of 
ourselves, as unworthy, help- 
less, miserable sinners, without 
the least claim to be heard on 
the ground of personal merit. 
The proper manner of coming 
to God, is pointed out in the 
prayer of the publican, eho 
stood afar off, smote upon his 


ciful to me a sinner. “Vhey 
who draw near to God, realiz- 





out some sincere and humble 


ing his moral purity and excel- 
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lence, cannot fail to abhor them-|'To the Spirit we must look t te 
seives, and repent in dust andjgive us a prayerful frame of 
ashes. Such contrite suppli-jmind, and to assist our infirmi. 
ants will retire to their houses lies. Without his influence we 
justified much rather, than those/shall gain no nearness to God, 
selfopinioned worshippers,who/|no hearing at the court of heay. 
think their faults few, their sinsjen, no divine consolation, no 
excusable, and their characterjanswer of peace. Then the 
good ; who charge their trans-|good man prays successfully, 
gressions, which “they consider|when he prays according to the 
as small, to the heedlessness ofjpaitern of primitive saints, men. 
prejudice, or the impulse ofjtioned by the apostle; The 
some prevailing appetite, plant-|Spirit also helpeth our infirm. 
ed in nature, and not very offen-jlics ; for we know not what we: 
sive to God. should pray for as we ought; 
They who make np an ac-ibut the Spirit himseif maketh 
count of their liberalities, their|inéercession jor us with groan- 
attendance on religious ordi-lings which cannot be utiered. 
nances, their hearing of ser- And fie, that searcheth the 
mons, and the decency of theirjhearis, I:noweth what is the 
manners, and come with thesejmind ef the Spirit, because he 
to the temple of God, urgingjmaketh intercession for thew 
them as an argument, why they|accerding to the will of God. 
should be accepted in their de-| We ought to consider noi 
votions, will find that Godlonly the manner, in which we 
loathes their obiations, thatjshonld approach God in pray- 
they are es smoke in his nos-ler, bait alan the things for which 
trils. Vhey may go to theirjwe should pray. 
houses Seif ‘acquitted, and self! In general we should pray 
approved: but in the issue they |for the : accomplishment of those 
will find, that God turned away jevenis, by Which the name oi 
his ear from hearing their re-\Gad will be magnified & made 
guest. He will not be insulted most glorious in ) the view of ra- 
with the proud claims of those,!tional beings; by which his 
who come to him, not to con-|sovereign authority will be es- 
demn themselves and aa tablished through the universe. 
his grace; but haughtily tode-|& his iaws obtain the cheerfal 
mand bis ‘approbation, saying.lobedience of men and angels. 
God be thanked I am nol a3) The clery of God’s name, the 
other men. lestablishment of his dominion 
We must offer up our pr ayerslov er his creatures, & their wil- 
unto God by the aids of his|ling subjection to his laws are 
loly Spirit: Never shall wejthe limitations which are pre- 
pray aright, before we have theiscribed to all our prayers.— 
teachings of God. W rp ith respect to eyery object of 
his Spirit we can do nothing! 
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lesire, we must say unto God, striction, that they may be sanc- 


| 

oa thy will be done. tified for our good, and be with- 
sis tas God has tanght us to pray:holdon, when deprivation and 
: Goa with fervency for all the bless- affliction shall be more beneficial 


ings of the covenant of grace. to us, or to others. We are to 
For sanctification, for the aids pray for the removal of those 
n them Of the Spirit, for a disposition to judgments, by which the boun- 
serve God here, and a due pre- ties of providence are prevent- 
to tha Para! ion to enjoy him forever, ed; for the absence of pestilent 
we may always, with hamble diseases ; for the continuance 
rye couiideace, offer up our petitions ‘of public peace, or the termina- 


trop: tO Our heavenly Father in the|tion of war. In all seasons of 
it cy BAe of Christ. outward distress, it is our duty 
oht: We may pray for common,)to pray importunately,that when 
. s 


Foi fe temporal blessings, so far asiGod’s judgments are abroad in 
‘ff they shall subserve the honor of|the earth, the nations may learn 


eer God, and our everlasting hap- righteousness; that a door of ‘h 
thot piness. As it is uncertain to deliverance ond salvation may 4 
tho fg US. how far the blessings of thejbe opened for them, and the re- ee 

oho fy life which now is will “promote turn of God’s favor be hastened. ‘e 

ren fa te divine glory, the purity ofA lime of afiliction is peculiarly Pi 

é. our hearts, and our preparationja time of prayer. Seasons of ha. 
no fe fora better world; we shouldjspiritual declension & abound- " 
wa f btay absolutely for no earthlyjing iniquity. especially, require : < 


good. But as many of thejthat they, who have an interest 


d 
~ 
ay 
“et 
4 
e 


wy things of this life are good inlat the throne of grace, be inces- : 
themselves, and as we havejsant In their supplications to eS 
= reason to believe, that they will God, that he would pour out a8 
twat subserve spiritual purposes, andjhis Spirit, and send forth a re- a 
3 help forward the binadom of freshiug from his presence ;— oe j 
se God’s grace inthe world; they that religion may revive ; that Bs 
a are to be viewed as proper sub- “ion may put on her beautiful cs 
*~ jects of prayer. We may askigarments, and all ber children a 
oe with submission for health, foodjawake to righteousness. ‘i 
e, and raiment; for the continu-| agminss b3 : 
a] ance of life, with its common con-| On the nature, uses, and effects Rs 
* nexions and enjoyments. We of prayer—¥o. 2. e 
e Taay pray for these things with, The former number contain- ie 
= pecoliar fervour, when we arejed hints respecting the nature 4 
|. couscious or a disposition to use and uses of prayer. The im- a 
ie them aright, and find that welportance of this duty will ap- " 
. have derived spiritual advan-jpear from a view of the pre- 
a tage from them. It is innocentjcious advantages which result. 
f to desire health, and other tem-jfrom it. Whe fervent prayer of 


poral favors; and itis suitableja righteous man is effectual 
to ask for them under this re-jand graceth much, 
48 
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Prayer is sure of a vich anc 


abuudant reward. In requring 
this service, God does not mock 


land with 





his son Jesus Christ, 
and with the family of heaven. 


»| By a transforming divine influ. 


3 nor disappoint the hopes of de-jence their souls are changed in- 
y vout suppliants. He requiresjto the moral likeness of their 
ii them to ask, that he may con-|Crealor. These are the cer- 
i vince them hew able and readyitain, immediate benefits of the 


he is to give. As an enconr-. 


agement to prayer, our or arjpassing ail the joys 


reminds us, 
evil, that is, very 
indness, 


lefecieve 


. he 
good Ss? ifts unio OUT childre Ch 


. Hence he infers a ‘pee ar- 
eniment for prayer. ‘ How 
much mere will your 
Father 

' WhO A 


Live 


sk him? He deli: 


rhts 3 


heavenly 
ood gifis to th em 


kindness to his creatures, w nits 





prayer of faith; joys far sur- 


s of sense :— 


that we who are! joys with which strangers In- 
in 
do yet readily give 


termeddie not. These immedi- 
ate transporting, ineffable joya 
are always the attendants of 
fiducial, fervent prayer. Such 
prayer quiets the alarms of con- 
science ; hushes these fears of 

wrath which produce torment ; 
fixes the soul in the regular pur 

suit of duty. and the aadiviarb- 








“ tobe gracious, 1s ever alientiveted enjoyment of divine love, 
By te their cry, and reveals himselffand gives believers an earnest 
if the prayer hearing God. ‘Thatiof fatere rest with their father 
d our hopes may never la hguish; in heaven. They draw near to 
ia he asst ites us. thai he has nei er Crist, and sit-under his shad- 
i siid io the seed of Jucoh, Seeklow with delicht. Can they 
ni ye me in vain. tsk, ani ye commune with God? Little do 
shall receive. Seek. and ye\lthey regvet the loss or absence 
B shall find. dtnoci, and it shalijof other things. "The spiritual 
* be ope ave: unto you. . {peace and consolation, whic! 
FY No man can take away thejprayer yields, the heavenly 


ward from praying sainis.— 


Bh: T hey enjoy an immediate, sub- 


craces itenkindies in the soul, 
the tokens of God's love and the 
jearnesis of future blesseduess, 

which it secures, 
o great for our 
77 nO thing 
bhi 





are rewards 
conception.— 
Riaeg were 3 Seeds but 


the | alae MAN ‘spa ayer 18 effect. 
ual. and availeth much. 

Hat the coed man’s prayer 
has an important infivence in 
nrecuring many other blessings. 





if stantial blessing. In their 
2 humble, believing application: 
“g to the threne of grace. they fee! 
- pions satisfaction and serenity 
ES of mind. Conscience approves 
Ms the homo sw hy ich they {} ep Lott 
4 thetr God and Saviour. Thev|t 
4 fee] their son] draw near to the 
| Fountain of purity and good- 
oe ness. “The cenerons afiections 
a of their hearis towards thei: 
| «gracious Sovereign and Te. 
. deemer kindle into fervour. —| 
H Theycommune with the father 


in casesoaf hoedily sickness. St. 
James 


directs an application to 
rer, jthis duf 


y for relief. And shouid 
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bodily relief be dented, a mer- 
still greater Consequence, 
may be Gistaived. The joint! 
prayers of the languishing suf- 
ferer and his pious fiiende will 
secure to him the gift of parden, 
and eternal life. 

Scripture history abounds 
with examples of the singulat 
blessings procured by prayer. 
Jacob wrestled all night, and as 





eds; so that God turned awa 
from him and his feeble family 
the inveterate and fearful hat. 
red of his brother Esau. Ln th 
contest of Israel with Amalek 
when Moses, as a signal of 
prayer, lifted ap his rod, Israei 
prevailed ; when he let down 
the rod, Amalek prevailed.— 
How often did Moses, by his 
impurtunate prayers, turn away 
God’s wrath from the rebellious 
Israelites, and prevent thety ut- 
ter destracition. In the same 
vay Joshua removed fram the 


other worthies, whose great 
success in prayer “is recorced 
for our instruction and encour- 
azement. 

But positive as the proofs are 
from experience aud the word 
of Gud, that prayer is a iunda- 
mental duty, which ever yields 


‘ithe most beneficial effects ; yet 


this pious exercise ts often slight- 
ed and neglected, aud some- 
times assaulted with the jaa- 


y|guage of impieus objection. It 
is alledzed against this duty, 


that God knows eur wants with- 


ejout the aid of our petitions 5 


,jthat he isever ready to relieve 
the sufferings of his creatures ; 
that he is notsubj ect to passions, 
which can be moved by our en- 
treaties 5 that all things are fix- 
ed inthe council of divine wis- 
dom; that the Disposer of e- 
vents will not swerve from his 
course or change his counsels 
in Consequence of our supplica- 
Lions. 

Tro these cavils we may re- 





camp of Israel the shame and 


curse, Which had befallen them | 
By prayerjand disposition of creatures are 


before the city Al. 
Samuel brought thunder and 
rain to terrify and humble the 
rebetiious tribes 3; and, 
nother time, discomfied 
tuichty hosts of the Philistines, 
when they were ready to over- 
whelm the fsraelites. “ Elijah 
wasa man t to like pas- 
sidhs as we are; and he pray- 
ed earnestiy that it might not 
rain, and it rained pot for the 
space of 3 years and 6 months. 
And he prayed again, and the 
neaven gave rain, “aud the earth! 
forth _ 


frart. 
pring 


st ubje ‘é 


her 


junto yiew many! 


at a-j¢ 
the!towards 


W e 


ply 5 that the tied character 


ever taken tnto the account to 
ascertain, what shall be 
‘ourse of divine administration 
them. Froward and 
ungrateful men are fit only for 
angry visitations. ‘The hum- 
he and thankful are prepared 
ne reception and rig 
of mercies. Tt is the estahlish- 
ed course of Cod’s moral sov- 
ernment, that while i 


the 


for L tht use 


we valk 
contrary to him in acts of diso- 
bedience, he will walk coutra- 
ry fous In severe rebukes : bat 
when we walk dat ifully before 
hin: in faith and prayer, he 3 will 


* here Ge 
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uke his face to shinet upon us, 
and as far as shall be profitable, 
confer uponus the blessings of 
the life which now is, and that 
which is to come. Corrections 
are sent to produce a spirit of re 

pentance and prayer. When 
this disposition is produced, the 
way is prepared either to re- 
nove the evils we feel, or to 
impart to countervailing sup- 
ports and consolations- The 
system of providence is, indeed, 
fixed: and God will not swerve 
from it. But this is an argu- 
ment for the nse of prayer 3 be- 


case prayeris an essential, lead 


ing partof this system. De- 
liverance and salvation are to 
be wrought out in answer to 
prayer. Prayer is an important 


link in the chain of events.— 
When omitted, the aspect of 
providence will be dark and 


threatening. When duly per- 
formed, there will be a succes- 
sion of gracious jnterpositions, 
diffusing light, and peace, and 


joy through the habitations of 
humble suppliants. 


Prayer is 
the means of obtaining the most 
valuable benefits for thase, who 
piously wait upon God. 


How unfounded, then, and im- 
pious are the objections, which 


and unw 
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5 all bis ora endeavors fervent 
od prayer. 

The Sees man in sickness 
will employ the prescriptions of 
the physician. Bat he will con. 
sider these means, s very de. 
fective, withoat adding his own 
prayers aud the prayers of his 
Christian friends for a divine 
blessing upon the remedies ap. 
plied, aud, especially, for par. 
don and spiritual healing. “Hhe 
devout husbandman will dili. 
gently tillthe ground. But the 
principal means to secure the 
reward of his labor will be, hum. 
ble, dutiful prayer to the Lord 
of the harvest. he 





his exertions, and his property 
to avert impending public evils ; 
but he will consider that ouly 
asmal} part of his duty ts done, 
until he goes to Ged, and wres- 
tles with him in prayer, to turn 
his anger away from his people. 

Prayer does not generaic 
sloth, nor lead people idly to 
wait upon God fur favors. On 
the contrary, it animates them 
to a mere vigorous performance 
of other duties. An onwaver- 
ing belief that Ged werks for 
us, and wij! readily interpose 
in answer to our prayers, will 
excite us to joint prayers and 


infidels make against the holy jlabors, as the instituted way to 


or dinancs of pray Ver. 


would prevent oc most delight-| 
fu) exerc ises, and cut him off, 
from his resources 
will never imagine, that ee has 


best 


employed the proper course of | 


means to obtain needed bles- 
before he bas yoined te 


cr +7 rg 
— 

S| 
- "> 2 


He 


The piousjobtain for ourselves and others, 
soul will abhor objections, whichlali necessary favors. 


With all 
good men industry and prayer 
will be inseparably connected, 
and go hand in hand through 
the Christian life. 

Let us then wisely appreciate 
the _importance of prayer, and 
seriously weigh the arguments 


Virtuous § 
citizen will apply his counsels,} 
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ferven; we have to quicken us to the,they been blessed with domes- 
T hese tic oaidti ts, aud with social and 
arguments should prompt us to'national privileges 
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po ae 





pel rformance of this duty. 


es i c nes- 


fer vent and incessant prayer in'lect of prayer is ever accompa- 


our secret retirements, in our 
families, with smaller collec- 
tions of friends, and in pablic 
assemblies. We should pray 
always with all prayer, and ig 
fercession, and thanksgiving 
remembering ‘+ that praying 
breath was never spentin vain.” 


Do any despise, or neglect 
this solemn duty? Are their 


closets never witnesses to the 
fervent breathings 
after God their Savior? Are 
their houses seldom perfumed 
with the sweet Incense ef the 
morning and evening sacrifice F 
Are they often absent from th 
sanctuary ? Or do they attend 
as idle spectators of the holy 
exeises of the christian devo- 
tion ? Po their affect ous take 
no part in the supplicadons and 
praised offered up to the su- 
preme God and adorable Re- 
deemer ? Do their spirits wan- 
der from God, while their bod 
jes are present in his house P—|y 
What contempt do they cast up- 
on the best means of safety and 
happiness. How do they re. 
proach the word, the provi- 
dence, and the grace of thetr 
Creator, Preserver and Bene- 
factor, and Redeemer, and cnt 


themselves off from the richest 


privileges and purest joys. 
When public worship and 
family prayer ave most gene- 
raliy prevailed 3 then bave the 
people been most distingnish- 
ed in atl moral virtues 
graces, 


christiun 





o} "their souls! 
that tt ey 


‘ihe inherita 


~ ¥} 
aut 


‘nied with the decay ef godli- 
ness, and the prevalence of those 


élfollies and crimes. Which are the 


infamy of individuals and the 
rain of the community... When 
a people cease to pray, God will 
cease to bless, the glory of the 
Lord will sath s om them. 
‘Lhe fathers our country 
were eminent for r heir Christiar 
profession and their virtuous 
lives. ‘Phey fled to this land, 
tight pray to God ac- 
cording to his word, withoné re- 
straint or molestation. Here 
they planted themselves, and 


elmade the wilderness vocal wtth 


‘heir prayers and thanksgiving. 
By prayer they secured the rich. 
est wivilees, both civil and re- 
ligtous, to themselves and their 
vosterity. Hf we weuld enjoy 
nce 
them. and transmit ii dewn, un- 
‘mpaired and meliorated, io our 
ofispring let us Cony pe exam- 
ples of our pious forefatlers. 
and become men ue ayer. if 
we seek him diligen tly, we 
shall find him. Uf we forsake 
him, he will forsake us. 3] 
revival of family religion, the 
devout attendance of people on 
public worship, the due oh 
vance of the Sabbath. and the 
pure rites of christianily 
only sure pledges of divine fa- 
vor. Let all who believe in 
God. and love cur bord Jesus 
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revive bis work In the midst ofjbecause we feel the most sens; 
‘ 
these years; that he would pourjbly as men. 
outhis Spirit upon his people.; Oh no, said he, T have ney 
Jia Us ] ed tl au i? v4 iis | baie 4 ae] &. ii ve > Hey 
; . ’ + ‘ ° we f° ’ 
and his blesstog upon their om-jer thought the inest principle 
pring 3 that be would create Injof humanity inconsistent with 





us anew heartand a new spir-|the most elevated degree oj 
, ¢} 


it, and? thos make as a pec ople ofichristian virine : But, met! hinks, 
his praise. @hus saith the Lordjwhen a pair have lived, as, 
‘God, £Laelt net for hte he in-jthanks be to God, my dearest 
quired of by the house of Israeliwife and myself have constantly 
to do it for them. endeavored to do, with a perpet. 


ASAPH. jual prospect to a future scene, 


ae oe and an earnest, though very im. 
ristian Lriwmpen over 4 oath, pertect labor, to walk warthy 
f our high calling Pegs hope, it 
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Nowy 
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4 tf 
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should be matter of the 1 ablest 
Cale and emaciated he satinjjoy, when the consummation of 


a av li tuts Dain . 





: 
* ' a >tipow te gal ry ohare 


the chair of siexuess, bis handtall our ms porsis at hand, when 
tenderry “pins hei’s and hi is! we are about to drop the veil of 


eye fix ipom her 5 aI she.jflesh, : a to enter on the frat- 
with sofi aifec 


lon, seemed toltion stave rlasting peace. Sure- 
conceal her heart-felt distress.jly this should dry up all om 
and the tear, unpermited tojtears, and cause us to rejoice 
i of the friend, who is 


t oS e 
about, not to die, but to live: 
4 4 os s an tivuatns Cc ae | Y tl ao he P : 

be S Was et deavor! ’ 7 ¥ Pa not a pee, laf } 


> 
: 

ee | a nt, Se Re wae * ci 
come orth, S.oe0d tremioiine non bel al 


at 


Yaen* Prose ere fee * ee tee | 
hy Shes ttiire ( ¥ Ge 
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2VOring, my dear; e, but to enjov it. 
sir? sald he, © to reconcile my!Por myself, ET have no more 
life’s loved companion to the:doubt ef imaortality,. ror (let 
stroke that shortly must sepa-jme speak it wigh hamility) ef 
rate us. Separate for lepmy own felicity with G od, thro’ 
—Se1) blessed be the: Lord) Christ, than [ have of my pre- 


OP Bie dive 8 


of Life, only to meet that wejsent existence. All nature, and 
snay never more part. Bat a-ithe universal veice of the wise, 


las! so frail is human nature. 


in every age, preclaims. the 
so Weak is heman faith, so at-|great doctrine ; but the christian 
tached are we te this poor craz eae be hath di ispl: ved if in 
prison, and this pinfe ld of en irth,isach full lie et. hath so dispert. 
that we cannot, we cannot heed | every cloud ', removed every 
triumphant, we sink and grove isc ruple, it would be the greatest 


4 a 
4 iat oi Cn 


upon the earth, even to thelindignity to ‘th e blessed author 
24 i e © 4 es : 

ast. io: if, either to doubt a future 

Afiection sine VOui o » awha }, and ef €j ‘tal eXisie ii Cs Or to 


s& (i fone Cries us ab Ad Si fe nde i. C ali-: dou ht He 4 | ete rhal 


| and happy 
not be supposed to part Soviet ei. through the faith that is in 
ut pangs: nors hovld we think! him Tufidelity appears to me 
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Stusifiicr those yarious "declarations 
hich God hath made to sup- 
© nevMort and confirm our faith.” 
Ciple@ We were charmed with the 
Witiiivine warmth wherewith he 
°e offttered these words; his wifelt 





inks Enyst into a flood of tears; tears 
> asif mingled joy and gladness: 


aresiW io could refrain 2? we sat si- 
‘ullyMfent, he at length went on. , 
rpet. < Yet let me not be thought 
Che, Maresumptaous: £ know the ‘at 
im-Mer abhorrence of God to the 
rthy Beast spark of self- dependence ; 
+, if know the absolute contrariety 
lest BDF pride to the true interest of a 
n of Mallen creature: [ am nething. 
hen §} have nothing, I can do no- 
lof hing to the ‘glory of his grace 
‘ui. be all L have ever done, be all 
re. Bji can ever hope! But there is 
dur Bsuch an exhaustless fund of un- 
Ice ee mercy and love in the 
is Becdeemer, the great and bles- 
e: Based Saviour of mankind, so 
it, B@wonderful are his doings, so 
re passing all comprehension his 
et PBtender regards for the children 
of of men, that T dare not dispute 


yo’ PBbis rich offers, nor hesitate in 
. the embracing of his full prem. 
d iseg:! Oh. sir, T can say with the 
., utmost sincerity, that the reflec- 
e tion omhis mercies is my sole 
4 and unspeakable comfort : and 
i in his love E already taste some- 
pthing of the bliss of heaven.— 
; Under the influence of this love, 
; and by a sincere, though alas, 


most weak faith in him, ET have’ 
| labored diligently te act In con. 
for mily to his will ; 
conscious of a thousand and ten 
‘thousand infirmities, though in 
ny best services utterly unpro- 
fiiable, though in all, 
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the least “of his, mercies, “yet 
have E an all sufficient conf- 
dence in his merits; and fuliy 
relying apon them [commit my 
soul to him, with all the satis- 
faction and serenity of calm and 
well grounded hope. He isa 
rock that ean never fail us; the 
cross of Christ promiseth the 
sinner every thing that repent- 
ance can presume to ask. 

Much more passed between 
us, some things far too tender to 
be committed to paper : and it 
will not be any wondcr fo the 


serious reader to be told, thata 





Hy 
isummate patience; whi 


and though: 


painfal sickness of long dura. 
tion, was borne with ‘all the 
toute resiguation ds con- 

ch are 
peculiar tothe trae christian.— 
Nothing could be more Mstiue- 
tive, perhaps, than many of the 
discourses Which he ied with 
his friends during this scene of 
trial. A few hours before he 
died he took a solemn leave of 
his wife and children, to whom 
he ‘had dehrered at large his 
dying advice; an@ periectly 
sensible of his approxching dis- 
solution. some minutes before 
he expired, he was heard to 
sey, “Odeath where is thy 
sting > O grave where ts thy 
viciory ? T he sting of death Ws 
sin, ba the strength of sin is 
the law; but tha: ke be to God 
who giveth us the victory, thro’ 
our Lord Jesus Christ.” And 
having said this be fell asleep ; l 
Jesas, with a composure inf- 
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nitely lov ely; a irinmph tuiinile 
ly desirable. 
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And W! al Maid, so passing 


Of beautious torm, but mourniui air 
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And wiih a Vacant iaeot stare ! 
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Their w rayc’ pangs and che -ericss State 
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Who are both deafand dumb! 
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**; When unseen dangers rush most Pires 
se eV fe * They stand un: hoved d void of fear, 
Nor kindest caution can they hear 
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de healthy youthful sports aboundy . 
\od others play with merry sound, 
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“aey walk alone, or gaze around, 
As they are deaf and dumb! 
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Since they are deafand dumb! 
fot all the melodies of spring 
o them can seothing pleasures bring; 
Vainty the sweetest buds may sing 

Yo the dull deafiand dunib ! 


From cheerful scenes to gloom thev steal, 
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And shoud they pain or rapture feel, 

Uaey can no pain er jov reveal 


Whilst they are d af and dumb 


What knowleége can their minds acquire? 


A 1Who can their b easis with truth inspire, 
en-}Or kindle pure celestial fi 
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lf rich, the beams of seience bright 


Mav much dispel their mental night, 
And e’en iilume with beaven'y light, 
The darksome deaf and ‘dumb. 


But if their parents should be poor, 
Then (though they might obtain a cure) 
Ali their sad woes must endure, 

Anc die both deaf and dumb. 


Must they, ye good. whose hearts can sigh 
For human grief—thus niust they die? 
No—io the succour you will fly 

Of the poor deaf and dumb 


CEE ae, whose bosoms joyful beat 

\round the chceiful hearth to meet, 

Who can your nuch-loved parents greet, 
Pity the deaf and dumb ! 





Would that mv lanenare con'd relate 


PARENTS, who purer transports know, 

Hasven your gratitude to show, 

And aid with liberal hands bestow 
Upon the ceafand du 
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YOU who can list to pious lays, 

And m the church untie to raise 

Che fervent hymn of heartfelt praise, 
Assist the deafand dumb ! 






From Heaven may great success descend, 
And constant fruit the'r toils attend, 
'Who labor, anxious 'o befriend 

The helpless deaf and dumb! 





And whilst we thus deplore their lot, 
Viay thar great GOD be e’er forgot, 





j to whom we owe that we aré not 
Uke them both Cesfand dumpb! 
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